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Committee meeting. Friday 8th October 2021 –  3pm start 
Microsoft Teams 

Attendees: Rachel Brown, Judy Wyatt, Alyn Cratchley, Graeme Murray, Clare McGenity, Tim Kendall, Ali Winstanley
Apologies:  Owen Cain, Jossi Aldridge
Agenda:
1. Minutes of previous meeting July 2021 (attached, previously circulated).   
2. UK Liver HIstopathology EQA for 2021 - RB, JW
Circulation LX in progress, completes 31st October.  Discuss at annual meeting on 9th December.  The quality subcommittee will meet in November to review the downloaded responses and propose scoring criteria to circulate prior to the meeting, with the opportunity to discuss during the meeting if required. This is the preferred option in the members’ questionnaire, and the aim is to maximise discussion of learning points rather than the scoring criteria.  Rosa Miguel has requested to step down from the subcommittee next year, and RB has replied to thank her for her work. 
The scheme questionnaire asked for volunteers to be on the quality subcommittee – to review responses +/- to present cases at the meeting.  There were two new volunteers, (Sue Davies, Anshu Awasthi) bringing the team evaluating responses up to 7 members.  
3. Transplant -  TK – Liver transplant pathology meeting 7th October - interesting cases and discussion of national on call. 
RB reported that this meeting had gone well and thanked those involved in the organisation.  It was attended by 21 members. The case presentations had been excellent. DN presented the current status of development of a national out of hours donor frozen section service which we anticipate will include assessment of organ quality as well as focal lesions.  RB has written a draft summary noting the variation in practice and addressing the surgeons' questions about indications for frozen section.   
4. Education and training - AW and AC - subcommittee meeting planned for 12th October. 
a. Enigma course and bitesize webinars – these were run successfully with RCPath in 2021 and plans for a repeat in 2022 are currently with the college. The anticipated dates are for the Enigma course on 6th May and bitesize clinicopath sessions on following Mondays from 30th May to 4th July. The main day is planned to be aimed more towards consultants/SAS doctors, with the bitesize sessions aimed more towards trainees. Speakers will be invited shortly. 
b. Programme for annual update meeting 
The proposed outline programme was discussed.  
This will include three CPD items - CK7 staining in medical liver biopsies, fatty liver and portal inflammation, DILI and biological agents - which were identified during discussion of the summer EQA circulation LW.  RB commented that the plan for future meetings is to replace the previous ‘masterclass’ short presentations during the EQA discussion with a system of flagging these as topics to be more comprehensively covered at the next update meeting. 
Other items - molecular pathology of cholangiocarcinoma, AASLD update, Digital pathology questionnaire results (Claire McG), and liver EQA circulation LX.  Also a formal appreciation of Stefan’s contribution to liver pathology (see AOB).   
Geoff Cross to run event virtually (as for 2020)
The programme timing was also discussed.  The importance of care with time keeping was recognised.
Action: JW and AC will draft a programme and circulate with these minutes for comment. 
c. Website developments – The work on the trainee website have slowed while trainees involved are working for exams and is anticipated to pick up later in the year.  AW recognised the value and increasing use of the website resources by trainees.  
5. Quality Subcommittee –   RB – EQA will be included under this heading in future. 
a. Membership of committee - increase assessors for EQA scoring pre-meeting.  See item 2. There will be 7 subcommittee members to assess EQA responses for circulation LX – of which a smaller number will present cases at the meeting.  Assuming this works well, we plan to invite more members to join this subcommittee next year, with the option to present cases at the meetings or not.
b. RCPath documents – Liver dataset – submitted Sept 2020.  Still with RCPath. 
6. Links with other organisations  
a. BASL  – TK -  invite replacement BASL pathology representative at December meeting
TK had provided a Liver Pathology session as one of the 10-minute updates during the recent BASL meeting.  This included papers on Development and prognostic relevance of a histologic grading and staging system for alcohol-related liver disease, and Non-invasive alloimmune risk stratification of long-term liver transplant recipients  We plan to upload the presentation onto the UKLPG website, https://www.virtualpathology.leeds.ac.uk/eqa/specialist/liver/other.php 
TK is also currently involved in updating the BSG guidelines for cholangiocarcinoma (coordinated by CCA-UK), along with Yoh Zen for pathology section. 
b. HCC-UK - SH replaced by Owen Cain Owen.Cain@uhb.nhs.uk
OC had sent apologies – there had been no new developments to report.
7. Research   TK  - 
a. TK has received the DEN murine model HCC data from DT – there are 6 observers.
b. The secretary had received an enquiry from Ken Fleming on behalf of a company (Perspectum Diagnostics) seeking experienced liver pathologists interested in scoring liver biopsies for clinical trials in metabolic steatohepatitis. It was proposed that this invitation would be included in the next UKLPG newsletter, and anyone interested should contact KF directly.  
8. Trainee representatives   -  CMcG commented that the activities of the trainee members would re-start after the exam period.
9. Paediatric - RB    RB commented that work on a teaching slide set of metabolic liver disease is in progress.
10. Treasurer  -  GM  - GM reported that there is currently £2950 in the UKLPG bank account.  JW said that costs of the meetings that include discussion of EQA circulations, and the website in general, are covered by EQA subscriptions paid by members’ departments.  The UKLPG account has to date only paid for advertising meetings. Only a minority of members pay the annual subscription of £30.  Having funds to draw on may become important in the future but is not a current concern.
In the absence of any replacement coming forward, GM indicated his willingness to continue as treasurer.  It was commented that this role would provide a good opportunity for a more junior consultant to develop transferrable skills.  
11. Business/membership/constitution -  JW has updated the list of committee and subcommittee members.  There are several positions which are due for a replacement, with current holders agreeing to continue until replacements step forward.  JW suggested including a note of the vacancies on the UKLPG website, with a brief description of the roles, and request to contact the current post holder or RB/JW if interested. 
12. AOB:  
a. RB said that Stefan Hubscher will be retiring at the end of December 2021.  A Festschrift day of talks followed by an evening meal is being organised for 14th January at the Edgbaston Hotel on the Birmingham Campus.  SH has asked that invitations are extended to UKLPG members.   Members will be asked to contact RB if they would like to attend. It is possible that the talks may be available via live streaming.  RB will include a personal appreciation during the UKLPG meeting on 9th December. 
b. The UKLPG plans to produce a card with messages to Stefan from members – these will be requested in a separate newsletter, and can be sent by email or hand written and will be collected and incorporated into a hard copy card by the committee. 
c. Arrangements for an annual full committee meeting including all subcommittee members.  In previous years these have been breakfast meetings before the annual update meeting.  RB commented that it is valuable to have one annual meeting of the full committee, but when the UKLPG meeting is virtual this does not need to be on the date of the meeting.  
After discussion it was agreed that all committee/subcommittee members would be invited to a meeting on the afternoon of Tuesday 7th December 3-4pm, with subcommittee chairs invited to provide an overview of the year, with aspirations for next year.  Any UKLPG member considering taking an active role in the UKLPG will be invited to join this meeting to find out more with a view to joining a subcommittee.   
Date of next meeting – Full committee meeting Tuesday 7th December 3-4pm 
		
JW   09.10.2021
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